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Griffiths, Tatum Win Election in Landslide
By BREA SMITH
REPORTER | SMITH3034@MARSHALL.EDU

Isabella Griffiths, still in scrubs from clinicals, speaks to
supporters after election results were announced last

Shauntelle Thompson

On Mar. 31, 2022, members
of the student body and staff at
Marshall University went to the
Memorial Student Center to
see who the next student body
president and vice president
would be.
After all the announcement of
all the senators, Parks named the
next president and vice president
duo as Isabella Griffiths and
Walker Tatum by a landslide
vote.
“Thank you from the bottom
of our hearts to everyone who

supported us and showed us
some love and thank you all,”
Griffiths said after the results
were announced.
Meanwhile, Tatum told
the crowd, “I just wanted to
reiterate what she said, but I
want to thank my family and
my friends—our team. This is
an amazing opportunity. We’re
super excited. And thank you for
allowing me to be right by your
side…we are excited to serve
you the students.”
Election continued on page 2.

Traffic Calming Needed on
3rd and 5th Aves, According
to Infrastructure Project
After a fatal incident on 3rd Avenue last
semester, architects and city planners are
mapping out changes to the layout of 3rd
and 5th Avenues.
Traffic Calming on page 4.

Marshall
students ride
FREE with I.D.

Running Six Days a Week!
Standard Daytime Service:

20-minute loop along 3rd, 4th and 5th Avenues
between 7:30am & 3:00pm
Stops at Pullman Square (Visual Arts Center,
Huntington’s Kitchen), Keith Albee & More!

Afternoon Service:

HD-472177

30-minute loop, route extended to include
5th Avenue Kroger from 3:00pm to 7:00pm

SATURDAY 529-RIDE
SERVICE
Saturday:
3:00pm-7pm

DOWNLOAD ROUTESHOUT

WWW.TTA-WV.COM

(304) 529-7433
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Election Continued from Front Page
Zack
Kincaid,
cabinet
member for the Griffiths/Tatum
ticket, said, “I was just so happy
for Bella and Walker and our
cabinet. I think we all put a lot
of effort and work and time into
this.”
Josh Dauber, also a cabinet
member for Griffiths/Tatum,
said, “Bella and Walker are two
great leaders there. They are
going to absolutely blow it away.
I’m excited to see what they do.”
Parks at the end of the
announcement
said,
“I’m
extremely
proud
of
her
accomplishments and Walker’s
accomplishments as well. I think
Bella and I have grown so much
in the past year. So, I’m really
excited to see that she’s going to
be taking the next step and will
be my successor.”
After winning the student body
presidential and vice-presidential
election and with the semester
ending soon, Bella Griffiths and
Walker Tatum are making plans
for the next semester despite
being in different time zones.
Griffiths and Tatum will
go their separate ways for the
summer but will stay in regular
contact to discuss the upcoming
semester.
“This summer I will be
studying abroad,” Griffiths said,
describing her plans to study
in both Spain and the United
Kingdom. “So, Walker’s going to
work on student orientations and
a lot of virtual planning for the
upcoming semester.”
When asked how she would stay
in touch with her vice president,
Griffiths said, “Definitely a lot of
texting and calling. Even with a
time zone change.”
Tatum followed up on Griffith’s

response by saying, “Our main
focus is to get ready to buckle
down on our platform. At the
same time, having that smooth
transition of power and kind of
adapting to these positions and
getting in there to where we can
actually start on our platforms.”
Tatum also said, “When she’s
studying abroad, I’ll be here
in Huntington. I’ll have the
opportunity for me to be the face
of our ticket if she’s not able to
be here.”
Despite the distance, the two
will stay in contact with each
other and the members of their
presidential cabinet to ensure
a smooth transition. They will
also put into motion the goals for
Marshall from their campaign
promises, which include The
Three E’s: Engage, Equip and
Empower.
Matt James, an advisor for
the SGA (Student Government
Association), said, “I couldn’t
be prouder—over 1000 votes. It
is very uncommon. I have been
involved in student government
for 17 years. I have rarely seen
teams garner more than 1000
votes.” The vote count was
80.19% for Griffiths and Tatum
and for Donahue and Raffinengo
19.17%.
James went on to say, “I’m just
excited to see how Bella builds on
what they’ve already started this
year.”
“Alyssa and I just kind of
tackled our platforms last year
one at a time, and trying to work
on our platform ideas,” Griffiths
said. “I think it’ll be just a matter
of working it into the schedule.”
Meanwhile,
Cameron
Donohue said he still plans to
continue his future in politics.

“I’m a political science student,”
he said. “So, politics and
campaigning fascinates me…
I’d love to work in some state
elections.”
Nico Raffinengo also has
similar plans by staying involved
with SGA. Raffinego said he
would like to work with Tatum
on implementing some of
the platform ideas from his
campaign, as well as mentoring
members of the senate when it
comes to Roberts’s Rules.
James and Alyssa Parks,
current student body president,
also announced the respective
senators for each college on
campus.
For the College of Arts and
Media: Isabella Robinson and
Lana Thacker. For the College
of Business: Alyssa Hudson,
Brady Doyle, Erin Roberts and
Laura Hundley. For the College
of Education and Professional
Development: Bethany Raby,
Kellan Romans, Nicholas Young,
Emily Shannon and Jackson
Hussell-Davis. For the College of
Health Professions: Kylie Fisher,
Kenlee Bonecutter, Alec Hess,
Photo by Shauntelle Thompson
Maddie Fields, Erin Wellman
and McKenzie Myers.
For the College of Information
Technology and Engineering:
Lan Skaff and Isaac Rains. For
the College of Liberal Arts:
Tayma Al-Astal, Nick Taylor,
Chloe Davis and Kaitlyn
Blankenship. For the College of
Science: Dylan Ellison, Makena
Rauch Maddy Scott and Griffin
Wagoner. For the Honors
College: Olivia Moncada. For
the School of Medicine: Zack
Mitchell. For the School of
Pharmacy: Angelina Tetteh.
Photo by Shauntelle Thompson
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University Introduces Provost Candidates

By TREVOR SMITH

REPORTER | SMITH2784@MARSHALL.EDU

Marshall University welcomed
its five candidates for the position
of provost to the university last
week to introduce them to the
school.
The search for a new provost
for the university started last
July when Jamie Taylor stepped
down to become the president of
Lamar University in Texas.
The remaining candidates
are Avinandan Mukherjee, the
dean of the Lewis College of
Business at Marshall and current
temporary provost filling in for
Taylor; John Griffin, the senior

associate provost at Clemson
University in South Carolina;
Ni “Phil” He, a professor of
criminology
and
criminal
justice and the vice provost of
faculty diversity at Northeastern
University; Phillip Bridgman,
the provost and vice president
for academic affairs at the
University of Central Missouri;
and Jacqueline Edmondson, the
chancellor and chief academic
officer at Penn State Greater
Allegheny.
While visiting the university,
the candidates met students
and spoke to them on ways they
viewed the school and ideas they

have for the future.
He said that students are an
inspiration to him, as he can
understand the language barrier
they may face like he sometimes
does. “It’s such a pleasure to see
all the students when they come
in as freshmen and when they
go out attending professional
schools afterward,” He said.
Griffin said that he is an
advocate for students who think
outside of the box and ask
challenging questions that are not
always asked. “That’s important
because it creates students who
are thinkers,” Griffin said.
Bridgmon said that he wants

campus leaders to know what
is important to students, to
be encouraging with shared
governance.
Mukherjee said that he
envisions President Brad
Smith
bringing
much
innovative growth to the
university. He also said
that he likes the Marshall
Promises campaign, with
a return of around $12 for
every $1 invested in the
school for the state. “It is
really encouraging that we
have such a great economic
footprint,”
Mukherjee
said.

Later this month President
Smith is expected to select
a candidate to fill the open
position.

Dr. John Griffin

Arrest Made in Premier
Shooting
By TYLER SPENCE
EXECUTIVE EDITOR | SPENCE83@MARSHALL.EDU

A man has been arrested and charged
in relation to a shooting that occurred
on Mar. 26 in front of Premier Pub and
Grill, a popular bar among Marshall
students.
David Barreto, 33, of Huntington, is
charged with two counts of malicious
or unlawful assault and one count of
wanton endangerment. Barreto was
taken into custody Monday afternoon,
Apr. 4, by members of the Huntington
Violent Crime/Drug Task Force and
the Huntington Police Department’s
Violent Crime Unit. A search warrant
was also executed at Barreto’s residence
in the 500 block of 7th Street.
The charges stem from an incident in
which two people were shot in front of
Premier. This was the second shooting
in two consecutive weeks.
Because of this, Premier’s liquor

license was suspended until an
investigation was able to be completed.
Authorities were also concerned about
the risk that the second shooting may
be retaliatory.

Dr. Avinandan Mukherjee

Dr. Phillip Bridgmon

Dr. Ni “Phil” He

Dr. Jacqueline Edmonson
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Infrastructure Project Works to Make
Third and Fifth Avenue Safer

By VICTORIA WARE
REPORTER | WARE57@MARSHALL.EDU

Implementing
some
“traffic
calming” on and around the Marshall
campus would benefit the entire
community, according to an architect
involved in the new “Infrastructure:
Safety, Accessibility and Design”
project.
At a lecture hosted by the Society
of Yeager Scholars, local and national
experts on infrastructure and road
safety discussed how to make streets
safer around Marshall’s campus and
in Huntington overall.
“There was really an opportunity
that we identified to create this
people-centric space: have some traffic
calming,” Phoebe Patton Randolph,
one of the three guest speakers and
the firm principal at Edward Tucker

“So, there is a lot
of room there…
There is also an
opportunity at
that point for
creating
space
for
bicycles,
pedestrians [and]
green space.”
“So,
5th
avenue is about
92 feet wide,
which in the
transportation
field is quite
wide,” Randolph
said. “3rd avenue
also has 92 feet
right of way. So,
both streets have
a lot of room to
work with. And
Photo by Tyler Spence
there have been,
Architects Inc., said. “I don’t know
unfortunately, a
if you guys know this, but Marshall’s lot of incidents where there have been
population actually corresponds to traffic accidents, pedestrian injuries
about 38% of the population of the and fatalities. It is something that I
city of Huntington.”
think has been identified for a long
“So, it’s a significant percentage,” time as a problem.”
Randolph continued. “Balancing out
A current popular transportation
the needs of the university and the policy is called, “Complete Streets.”
campus with everything else that’s This means ensuring safety and
happening within the city and the mobility for drivers, pedestrians and
framework is really important.”
bicyclists of all ages and ranges of
Randolph also said that due to abilities.
the amount of space that 3rd and
“Complete
streets
really
is
5th avenues have, there is a great something that is taking off more in
opportunity to create safer conditions the transportation world,” Randolph
for pedestrians and bicyclists.
said. “It’s something that I think
“One of the things that we identified over the last 20 to 30 years has really
really quickly and that had been become something that is respected
studied in prior studies as well is that and understood and that is more
there is just a lot of excess capacity on possible to implement.”
3rd and 5th avenues,” Randolph said.
“So, we’ve seen over the years

a lot of recommendations for 3rd
and 5th avenues that comply with
those recommendations and those
principles,” Randolph said. “I’m
really hopeful that when the timing
is right, we start to see some of those
principles implemented.”
“Look at what’s happening with
the rate of growth of pedestrian
and bicycle fatalities,” Thomas
Smith, the second speaker and
senior transportation advisor for the
Appalachian Regional Commission,
said. “These are growing much faster.
It really argues for a Complete Streets
approach… Trying to make our roads
safer for all road users will certainly
benefit pedestrians and bicyclists…
We have been a little bit automobilecentric, and it is time to get beyond
that.”

“What you’re going to see
in this new safety strategy
is we really do a better job
of going beyond just the
sort of oversimplified ways
of dealing with roadway
safety,” Smith said.
Smith said that transportation
officials are taking an innovative
approach at examining roadway
accidents.
“In the past the approach to
roadway safety was to take more of
an incremental approach and to say,
‘If we can just get to 50,000 down

to 30,000 [fatalities] we’ll be doing
good,’ Smith said. “We tended to also
chase hot spots.”
“We sort of blamed the road,”
Smith said. “If we can find clusters of
accidents that must mean something
is wrong with the road and we go fix
the road. Sad to say, we also blamed
drivers. How many times have we had
crashes excused or written off because
of failure to control a vehicle?”
“What you’re going to see in this
new safety strategy is we really do a
better job of going beyond just the sort
of oversimplified ways of dealing with
roadway safety,” Smith said.
Accessibility for people with
disabilities is also considered when
looking at roadway plans.
“If you think about the criteria for
accessibility—some of you may be
aware, it’s the Public Right of Way
Accessibility Guidelines or PROAG,”
Dr. Ronald Eck, the last speaker and
professor emeritus of civil engineering
at West Virginia University, said, “If
you read the preamble to the PROAG,
it basically says that what’s in the
document is intended to provide
accessible and useable facilities.”
“I point that out to show that it
doesn’t mention safety,” Eck said.
“Really, engineers and designers,
builders and maintainers of facilities
used by people on foot must use
their education, their knowledge,
their experience to build in safety
into these facilities. I think one way
to accomplish this is to understand
pedestrian behavior.”
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Students Chose Between
Healthy or Cheap and Easy
By MEGAN GRAGG

REPORTER | GRAGG4@MARSHALL.EDU

Should I go through the McDonald’s drive-thru, or prepare a balanced healthy meal at home? Students at Marshall University face
this dilemma on a day-to-day basis
on top of schoolwork and passing
their classes.
“At home you can prepare a
healthy meal compared to fast food
restaurants that lack healthy menu
options” said Amy Gannon, EdD,
RDN, LD, an Assistant Professor
and Director of the Undergraduate
Dietetics Program at Marshall University. “Students should aim more
for whole food options rather than
fried foods.”
Marshall students, like most college students, are on a budget while
earning their degree. Students most
of the time are working part time
to afford tuition or to pay their rent
each month. This leaves students
with a small budget where their only
option is a fast-food meal for under
$10 or unhealthy cheap options at

the grocery store.
“Fast food may be cheaper right
now, but in the long run it can cause
diabetes or other health problems”
said history professor Chris White.
Students that have a meal plan on
campus have the options of Chickfil-A, Starbucks, La Famiglia, Steak
‘n Shake, and a few others. The
meal swipes that a student uses for
breakfast, lunch and dinner are also
provided with the option of a soda or
other sweet drinks.
“The sugary high fructose drinks
that many college students drink is
a large source in calories and provide no other nutrients whether it
is alcoholic or nonalcoholic.” said
Gannon. “College students go from
high school where they play sports
and exercise to a more stationary
lifestyle where it intends to cause a
change in their figure.”
The Harless Dining Hall on campus does have signs to indicate to
students how many calories are in

what they choose to eat and if it is a
vegan or vegetarian option.
“You won’t have to worry about
counting calories if you eat naturally,
in the grand scheme of history our
food consumption patterns have
changed tremendously overtime”
said White. “We are eating things
that have been designed to make us
overeat in the past 50 years in particular with food additives that make
food so desirable that are molecularly conditioned that way it is hard
for people to stop.”
Choosing healthy food options
can be even more difficult for students living off-campus, as they are
tasked with making their own meals
while balancing their schoolwork
and personal lives, but careful budgeting and planning can make a
healthy lifestyle possible for these
students.
“A much more sustainable cycle
would be if we can eat like our hunters and gathers ancestors did or how

they do today. If
we look out in
nature and we
start searching
for food to eat
we will not find
sugar, the closest
we would f ind
is honey” said
White.
The iced coffee drinks, sweet
des ser t s , a nd
Baja Blasts that
many students
consume daily are high in sugar.
“Nature has all these buffers built
in, fibers, stinging insects to protect
access to sugar because it is so rare
in nature.” said White. “ We would
instead find seeds, nuts and animals
where there are only two ingredients
in all, which are energy rich that
have fat and protein.”
Whether a student lives on or off
campus, choosing healthier options

of what to consume daily is challenging on top of everything else as
a student has to deal with. Students
that want to make a change in their
diet must learn discipline and ask
themselves what the best dietary
option is for them.

Graphic Novelist Lends Comic Industry Secrets
By ANDREW CORLISS

REPORTER | CORLISS2@MARSHALL.EDU

A graphic novelist who draws
inspiration
from
classical
literature spoke about his
pathway to success at Drinko
Library last Friday.
Travis Horseman is best
known for his Amiculus
series, which re-interprets the
fall of the Roman Empire
as a deliberate, inside job.

He offered insight into his
production process and gave
practical advice for those who
wished to become graphic
novelists or otherwise release
their ideas to the world.
Horseman cited a variety
of influences on his work
throughout his life, such as
D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek

Myths for inciting his passion
for classical literature as a
child, and V for Vendetta
for introducing him to a
darker, more mature side of
comics. Copies of Horseman’s
books were signed and sold
afterwards.
Dr. Del Chrol, Classics
Professor and Humanities

Department
Chair,
sais
Horseman was an example of
the “promise of education.”
He also expressed a great
appreciation for Horseman’s
writing.
“Part of the reason I like
what he does is that it’s all so
well-researched and thought
through that it helps bring

these stories to life,” Chrol
said. “Even though there’s
these fantastic twists in there,
I think it’s a great way of
getting a hook into the ancient
world and for finding the love
and passion he has with these
works.”
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Marshall Baseball Struggles in Birmingham

By JUSTIN ZIMMER

REPORTER | ZIMMER3@MARSHALL.EDU

The Marshall Thundering Herd’s
baseball team continued their struggles
in conference play last weekend. The
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Blazers took two games from the
Thundering Herd.
After the series, in a statement
with Herdzone, Marshall head baseball
coach Jeff Waggoner said:
“It was great to see the team
bounce back after losing two onerun games on Friday and Saturday. It

shows the toughness of this team. Our
pitching and defense were very good
this weekend and the hitters made an
adjustment today.”
In Friday’s game, the Thundering
Herd were able to get off to a quick
start getting to an early lead. In the
fourth inning, Daniel Carinci scored
on a fielder’s choice, scoring Travis
Sankovich, which gave Marshall a 1-0
lead.
In the fifth inning, the Blazers Logan
Braunschweig scored off a wild pitch
tying the game at one. The Blazers
would score the game-deciding run in
the seventh inning, Josh Sears would

hit a sacrifice fly to right field, and
Braunschweig would score.
In game two, Jordon Billups walked
in a run in the first inning, which scored
Ryan Leitch, giving Marshall a 1-0
lead. Kyle Schaffer hit a home run in
the fourth inning, giving Marshall a 2-0
lead.
UAB would score two runs in the fifth
inning to tie the game at 2-2. Matthew
Golda would single to right field in the
eighth inning, scoring Braunschweig to
give the Blazers a 3-2 lead and the series
win.
On Sunday, in the series finale, the
Thundering Herd were hoping to win

one game down south in Birmingham.
Sankovich would single to center field in
the first inning, which scored Leitch to
give the Thundering Herd a 1-0 lead.
In the second inning, Luke Edwards
would collect an RBI on a single to right
field, scoring Schafer and expanding
Marshall’s lead to 2-0.
Sears would get a Homerun
trimming the lead to one in the
fourth inning. In the fifth inning, the
Thundering Herd scored two more
runs, and Marshall was leading 4-2. In
the sixth inning, Luke Edwards would
hit a two-run home run, expanding the
lead to four.

Braunschweig grounded to second
base in the seventh, but Henry Hunter
would score, trimming Marshall’s
deficit to three. In the eighth, Daniel
Carinci scored off an Edwards fielder’s
choice expanding the Herd’s lead to
4. However, in the ninth, the Blazers
would score two more runs off an error
by Carinci, trimming the deficit to two.
Marshall Baseball will make a
quick turnaround and prepare for the
Virginia Tech Hokies Tuesday night at
six and the West Virginia Mountaineers
Wednesday night at 6:30. Both games
will be available on ESPN+.

Marshall Women’s Golf Finishes T-6 Ahead of C-USA Championships
By TYLER KENNETT
SPORTS EDITOR | KENNETT@MARSHALL.EDU

Marshall
women’s
golf
concluded action at the Colonel
Classic
on
Tuesday.
The
tournament, hosted by Eastern
Kentucky at The University Club
at Arlington, featured schools
such as Georgia State, Northern
Illinois, Akron, Cincinnati and

Belmont.
For Marshall, Senior Jackie
Schmidt improved her score in
every round of play, ultimately
finishing the final round 7 strokes
lower than in the first day. This
was a trend for Marshall as a
whole, as almost every player
finished the final round with a
better score than what was shot
on the first night.

Fifth-year senior Stormy
Randazzo finished T11 after two
consecutive rounds of 74 to close
out the week. The final round of
74 moved her up four places on
the leaderboard. She shot par or
better on 39 of 54 holes on the
weekend.
Marshall finished tied for sixth
among all schools.
“We can take many things

from this tournament to prepare
for conference championship in
11 days,” Herd head coach Brooke
Burkhammer said in a statement
with herdzone.com.
Looking ahead for Marshall,
the Herd will face off in the
Conference USA Championships
on April 18th. The PGA National
Resort in Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida will be home for the final

match of the season for Marshall.
Last season, Marshall finished
10th out of 11 teams.
Marshall’s
Three Round Totals

T6 – Marshall – 916
T11 – Stormy Randazzo – 225
T25 – Jackie Schmidt – 229
T25 – Makena Rauch – 229
T40 – Emily McLatchey – 234
T55 – Katie Potter – 238
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Kansas Comes Back, Wins NCAA
Title 3 Years in the Making

By EDDIE PELLS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The championship KU captured Monday
night traced its roots back to 2020. The Jayhawks
were a team that looked very much on track for
the program’s fourth national title.
Instead, it was KU’s come-from-behind 7269 victory over North Carolina on Monday that
brought that fourth championship banner back
to Allen Fieldhouse.
“It’s partially won for them,” said coach Bill
Self. “Because I always thought the 2020 team
was better, more equipped to do well in the
NCAA Tournament.”
Led by Devon Dotson and first-round NBA
pick Udoka Azubuike, that 2020 team was a
team built for a championship.
It was a team that never got its chance after
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Most of the key players in Monday’s title
game — David McCormack, Ochai Agbaji,
Christian Braun and Jalen Wilson — were on
that team, too.
Halftime changes for Kansas led to more
running and more fast-break points and turned
a 16-point deficit into a six-point lead with 10
minutes left. When it was over, Kansas held
on and completed the biggest comeback in
title game history, surpassing Loyola Chicago’s
15-point rally against Cincinnati in 1963.
“With the group of guys as experienced as this
and been around and know each other so well,
it’s kind of hard to see us get rattled,” said Kansas
forward Mitch Lightfoot, who is in his sixth year

of college. “Coach had a great message for us,
and he challenged us to be better and to have
more pride.”
“They’ve always kept me going, and they
always gave me confidence,” said Martin, who
struggled with injuries early in the year. “And I
couldn’t ask for a better group.”
The other guys, Self said, simply improved as
the season went on.
Agbaji adds Most Outstanding Player of the
Final Four to his All-America title. McCormack
played toe to toe with North Carolina’s doubledouble machine, Bacot. The Kansas big man
backed in to make a bucket for a 70-69 lead with
1:22 left. On the ensuing possession, Bacot hurt
his ankle. That opened it up for McCormack to
seal the game with another close-range shot, this
one over the less-sturdy Carolina defender, Brady
Manek.
This fourth national title will not have any
single player’s name stamped on it.
This one, Self insisted, was more of a group
effort.
This group of Jayhawks wants to share it with
Azubuike, who is in the NBA, and Dotson, who
was on hand at the Superdome to watch Kansas
pull out the win.
“To win when your team had to fight and
come back the way they did and show that much
grit makes this one off the charts,” Self said.
He was talking about Monday.
He could’ve been talking about the last three
seasons as well.
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Five Ways Americans’ Lives Will Change if
Congress Makes Daylight Saving Time Permanent
STEVE CALANDRILLO

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

The U.S. Senate approved the
Sunshine Protection Act in March
2022, with the goal of making
daylight saving time permanent
starting in November 2023. If
that happens, the U.S. will never
again “spring forward” or “fall
back.”
Following the Senate’s vote and
a recent hearing in the House
Subcommittee on Consumer
Protection
and
Commerce
– at which I testified – the
subcommittee is now considering
the issue. The full House of
Representatives will need to vote

in support of permanent DST
before the bill goes to President
Biden’s desk for his signature.
In my research on DST, I have
found that Americans don’t like
Congress messing with their
clocks. However, the move to
DST year-round makes a lot of
sense.
In an effort to avoid the biannual
time change in spring and fall,
some DST critics have suggested
that returning to permanent
standard time would benefit
society.
But research shows that DST
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saves lives and prevents crime.
Nearly 20 states have passed bills
to make DST permanent, and the
Senate unanimously passed the
Sunshine Protection Act to allow
those laws to take effect – since
any one state can’t move to DST
unilaterally on dates different from
the rest of the country.
If Congress ultimately passes the
measure to turn all clocks forward
permanently, I see five ways that
Americans’ lives will improve.
1. Lives would be saved
Simply put, darkness kills – and
darkness in the evening is far
deadlier than darkness in the
morning.
The evening rush hour is twice
as fatal as the morning for various
reasons. Far more people are on
the road, more alcohol is in drivers’
bloodstreams, people are hurrying
to get home and more children
are enjoying outdoor, unsupervised
play. Fatal vehicle-on-pedestrian
crashes increase threefold when the
sun goes down.
DST brings an extra hour of
sunlight into the evening to mitigate
those risks. Standard time has the
opposite impact, by moving sunlight
to the morning.
A metastudy reviewing all of the
available research on the topic
demonstrated that 343 lives per year
could be saved by moving to yearround DST, primarily in reduced
vehicle on pedestrian accidents.
Mornings would be riskier, but
afternoons/evenings would be far
more safe.

2. Crime would decrease
Darkness is also a friend of crime.
Moving sunlight into the evening
has a far greater impact on crime
prevention than it does in the
morning. This is especially true for
crimes by juveniles, which peak in
the after-school and early evening
hours.
Criminals prefer to do their work
in the darkness of evening and
night. Crime rates are 30% lower
in the morning hours, even when
those morning hours occur before
sunrise, when it’s still dark.
A 2013 British study found that
improved lighting in the evening
hours could reduce the crime rate
by up to 20%.
3. Energy would be saved
Many people don’t know that the
original justification for the creation
of DST was to save energy –
initially during World War I and II
to prioritize energy for U.S. troops,
and then later during the 1973
OPEC oil crisis. When the sun is
out later in the evening, peak energy
loads are reduced.
Having more sun in the evening
requires not just less electricity to
provide lighting, but reduces the
amount of oil and gas required to
heat homes and businesses, though
it could increase cooling costs in the
summer. DST resulted in 150,000
barrels of oil saved by the U.S. in
1973, which helped combat the
effect of OPEC’s oil embargo.
Most people in our society are
awake and using energy in the
early evening when the sun sets.

But a considerable portion of the
population is still asleep at sunrise,
resulting in significantly less
demand for energy then.
This rationale motivated some
in California to recommend
permanent DST in the early
2000s, when the state experienced
recurrent electricity shortages and
rolling brownouts. The American
Council for an Energy-Efficient
Economy estimated that the U.S.
would have seen an energy savings
of more than US$4 billion and a
decrease of carbon emissions by
10.8 million metric tons if we had
enacted permanent DST more than
decade ago.
4. Avoiding clock switches
improves sleep
Critics of DST are correct about
one thing: The biannual clock
switch is bad for health and welfare.
It wreaks havoc with people’s sleep
cycles. Heart attacks increase 24%
in the week after the U.S. “springs
forward” in March. There’s even an
uptick during the week when clocks
“fall back.”
If that’s not bad enough, a study
from 2000 shows that major
financial market indexes NYSE,
AMEX and NASDAQ average
negative returns on the Monday
following both clock switches,
presumably because of disrupted
sleep cycles.
Critics of biannual clock switching
sometimes use these points to argue
in favor of permanent standard
time. However, the same sleep
benefits are available under year-

continued on page 11
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Biden to Freeze Student Loan Payments Through August
By COLLIN BINKLEY and ZEKE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona speaks during a
visit with first lady Jill Biden to Bergen Community College
in Paramus, N.J., Jan. 20, 2022.

AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Ohio GOP Pushes Sexual
Orientation Discussion Ban
By ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ohio educators would be banned
from teaching about sexual orientation
or gender identity in kindergarten
through third grade, under newly
introduced Republican legislation that
mirrors a recently passed Florida law
dubbed “Don’t Say Gay” by critics.
The Ohio legislation also requires
that teaching about sexual orientation
or gender identity must be ageappropriate or developmentally
appropriate for children in fourth
through twelfth grade, according
to the bill introduced Monday by
GOP Reps. Jean Schmidt and Mike
Loychik.
The proposal would also prohibit the

teaching of “divisive or inherently
racist concepts” including the
academic theory known as critical
race theory. That prohibition is similar
to other bills pending in the Ohio
Legislature that ban schools from
requiring or compelling Ohio teachers
to affirm a belief in the systemic
nature of racism or “the multiplicity
or fluidity of gender identities.”
House Democrats called the new
legislation an infringement on the
rights of the LGBTQ community.
“The ‘Don’t Say Gay’ bill is outright
dangerous and sets a precedent of
censorship and misinformation in
Ohio,” said Democratic Rep. Mike

Skindell. The two anti-critical race
theory bills introduced in May and
pending before the House State and
Local Government Committee are
also similar to legislation introduced
nationwide by GOP lawmakers.
Opponents including the Ohio
Education Association teachers’
union call those bills an attempt to
whitewash history.
Critical race theory is an academic
framework that centers on the idea
that racism is systemic in the nation’s
institutions and that those institutions
maintain the dominance of white
people.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The Biden administration
plans to freeze federal
student
loan
payments
through Aug. 31, extending a
moratorium that has allowed
millions
of
Americans
to
postpone
payments
during
the
coronavirus
pandemic, according to
an administration official
familiar with the White
House’s decision-making.
Student loan payments
were scheduled to resume
May 1 after being halted
since early in the pandemic.
But following calls from
Democrats in Congress, the
White House plans to give
borrowers additional time to
prepare for payments.
The action applies to more
than 43 million Americans
who owe a combined $1.6
trillion in student debt held
by the federal government,
according to the latest
data from the Education
Department. That includes
more than 7 million
borrowers who have defaulted
on student loans, meaning
they are at least 270 days late
on payments.
Borrowers will not be asked
to make payments until after
Aug. 31, and interest rates
are expected to remain at 0%
during that period.
The extension was first
reported
Tuesday
by
Bloomberg.
Democrats on education
panels in the House and

Senate
recently
urged
President Joe Biden to
extend the moratorium
through the end of the year,
citing continued economic
upheaval.
Sen. Patty Murray said
more time is needed to
help Americans prepare for
repayment and to rethink the
government’s existing system
for repaying student debt.
“It is ruining lives and
holding people back,” she
said in a statement last
month. “Borrowers are
struggling with rising costs,
struggling to get their feet
back under them after public
health and economic crises,
and struggling with a broken
student loan system — and all
this is felt especially hard by
borrowers of color.”
Murray called on the
Biden administration to lift
all borrowers out of default
to provide a “fresh start”
following the pandemic.
The decision is being made
amid rising concern that
large numbers of Americans
would quickly fall behind if
payments restarted in May.
In March, the St. Louis
Federal Reserve Bank warned
that resuming loan payments
could place a heavy burden
on borrowers who faced
financial hardship during the
pandemic. It said the impact
would be hardest on Black
families, who are more likely
to rely on student loans to pay
for college.

“Serious delinquency rates
for student debt could snap
back from historic lows to
their previous highs in which
10% or more of the debt was
past due,” the bank said.
The Trump administration
initially gave Americans
the option to suspend loan
payments in March 2020, and
Congress made it automatic
soon after. The pause was
extended twice by the Trump
administration and twice
more under Biden.
It remains in question
whether Biden will pursue
widespread debt forgiveness
to reduce the nation’s student
debt. Some Democrats in
Congress have pressed Biden
to use executive action to
cancel $50,000 for all student
loan borrowers, saying it
would jumpstart the economy
and help Black Americans
who on average face higher
levels of student debt.
Last year, Biden asked
the Education and Justice
departments to review the
legality of widespread debt
cancellation, but no decision
has been announced. Biden
previously said he supports
canceling up to $10,000, but
he argued it should be done
through congressional action.
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Officials with NASA Will Speak about
the Agency’s Role in Hollywood Films
By VICTORIA WARE
WARE57@MARSHALL.EDU

How astronauts and scientists
collaborate with movie makers
will be explored in the “NASA’s
Role in Hollywood Film” panel
discussion on Wednesday at
noon in the Don Morris Room.
“Back in October I filed
a bunch of Freedom of
Information Act requests across
a number of federal agencies
asking for documents about
their work with Hollywood,”
Professor of Communication
Studies Stephen Underhill,
said, “Then I get a phone
call in November from NASA
saying that they cannot do
that because of nondisclosure
agreements, but instead asked
if I would be interested in a
virtual panel.”
The panelists who will
be speaking are Kathryn
Hambleton, Dr. William Barry
and Bert Ulrich.
“Bert is the person who
reached out to me in November
to recommend us doing a
panel,” Underhill said.”
“He and I had a pretty
interesting conversation in
November. He said, ‘I can give
you a list of films that NASA
has helped make…Three of
those films have been done in
recent years— ‘First Man,’
‘The Martian” and ‘Hidden
Figures.’ NASA has worked on
many movies,’” Underhill said.
“For Kathryn—She is the lead
public affairs officer at NASA
in charge of planning and

In this photo released by NASA, the Space Launch System (SLS) rocket with the Orion spacecraft
aboard is seen at sunrise atop a mobile launcher at Launch Complex 39B at NASA’s Kennedy Space
Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Monday, Apr. 4 in preparation for the Artemis I wet dress rehearsal.
Joel Kowsky/NASA via AP

determining news and public
information about the agency’s
human exploration of deep
space. That is a long way of
saying that her job focuses on
getting to Mars and publicity
about getting to Mars. So that
will be I believe what she will
be talking about.” Underhill
said.
“Dr. Barry is NASA’s historian
and he worked on those films.
What he will be focusing on
is his work with Tim Melfi in
making ‘Hidden Figures…’
He worked with the writer of
‘First Man’ and the director
of ‘First Man.’ So, he will be

talking about his work in those
capacities of working on the
script and then working on the
filming of ‘First Man.’”
“Bert oversees multimedia,
film, TV and branding. I think
he will be talking about that
stuff, but also ‘The Martian.’
Which is interesting because
‘The Martian’ is fiction and
the other stuff is non-fiction.
So, NASA is also interested in
telling stories that exemplify
NASA even though it is in a
fiction format.”
Underhill said there are
several connections that the
state of West Virginia has to

NASA that will be discussed.
“In ‘Hidden Figures’ you have
the lead character Katherine
Johnson who is from West
Virginia,” Underhill said, “She
goes on to become an integral
mathematician for NASA…
She is a Civil Rights figure
breaking through the glass
ceiling to get to NASA.”
“We can’t talk about this movie
because it’s before Bert’s time,
but I think Homer Hickam—
he’s also a West Virginia native
and the movie ‘October Sky’
is about his life coming out of
West Virginia,” Underhill said.
“We also have Chuck Yeager,”

Underhill said, “He also came
out of West Virginia—the guy
who broke the sound barrier—
and then he worked at the
Nexus between the Air Force
and NASA. So, West Virginia
has a kind of rich history of
people coming out of it who
became notable both through
Hollywood and through their
accomplishments.”
Underhill said that he is
interested in the way in which
NASA uses storytelling in film
to illustrate the mission and
goals of their agency.
“What’s interesting to me
about this event and anytime
you have partnerships between
a federal agency and Hollywood
is the movement of ideas and
how the government is using
motion picture to visualize
ideas that the agency needs to
communicate,” Underhill said.
“Whether it be the non-fiction
stories like ‘Hidden Figures’
or ‘First Man’—that are about
the past or it be fiction stories
like ‘The Martian—that are
about the future—we have
examples and illustrations here
of NASA using storytelling
to help the public understand
its mission and its ambitions
and to also build support for
the spirit of exploration that
NASA exemplifies,” Underhill
said, “So, I’m interested as
a rhetorician thinking about
the storytelling use of film
to communicate the agency’s
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5 Changes Continued
round DST, too. Plus, standard
time doesn’t offer the energy-saving,
lifesaving or crime prevention
effects of DST.
5. Recreation and commerce
flourish in the sun
Recreation and commerce flourish
in daylight and are hampered by
evening darkness.
Americans are less willing to go out
to shop in the dark, and it’s not very
easy to catch a baseball in darkness
either. These activities are far more
prevalent in the early evening than
they are in the early morning hours,
so sunlight is not nearly so helpful
then.

Not surprisingly, the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce and organizations
devoted to outdoor recreation favor
extended DST. Brick-and-mortar
stores, especially family-owned
businesses, suffered during the
pandemic. Having more daylight to
shop helps to reverse the trend.
A note about the downsides of DST
It is important to note that some
research highlights the downsides
of DST.
The first concern is that DST
creates sleep disruptions.
But most circadian rhythm
dysfunction is created by the
biannual clock shift itself. Either

permanent standard time or
permanent DST solves that
problem. Standard time may be
better for circadian rhythms overall
because the sun sets and rises earlier;
however, people’s evening activities
and routines are unlikely to change
in response. Earlier sunsets won’t
force people to go to bed earlier, as
might have been the case 150 years
ago before electricity. “Prime time”
is 8 to 11 p.m., not 5 to 6 a.m., for
a reason.
Other research has associated
living in western portions of time
zones – which have longer evening
sun – with an increased cancer

risk compared with those living in
eastern portions. The increased
cancer risk may be partially
explained by lifestyle choices, like
diet and exercise, in different parts
of time zones.
Further, Americans make decisions
all the time that we know have
health risks, like eating red meat
instead of broccoli and drinking
alcohol or soda instead of water.
We do this because we enjoy the
benefits of those products despite
their risks. This is similar to sun
exposure and later bedtimes; we
enjoy and benefit from them even
though we know they carry risks.

To address another downside –
early morning winter darkness – any
switch to permanent DST could be
coupled with efforts to move school
start times later, as long advocated
by the American Academy of
Pediatrics. This would be a good
idea for kids’ circadian rhythms
and mental health, regardless of
DST or standard time. Steppedup child safety measures for darker
mornings, such as crosswalk lighting
and more crossing guards, would
also help.
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Sexual Assault Awareness Month Kicks off With Teal Day

Alyssa Hager spent the day passing out ribbons and
making slime with students.

By MEGAN GRAGG

REPORTER | GRAGG4@MARSHALL.EDU

Teal Day kicks off Sexual
Assault Awareness Month at Marshall University with many events
to follow.
“It’s important for survivors to
be reminded that college campus’s things like Title IX and our
violence prevention office are
here as an available resource,”
said Alyssa Hager violence prevention and response coordinator.
“The violence prevention office
is a great resource, we are connected with a lot of people in the
community too, so we can refer
you to someone.”
The first event of many began
with Teal Day in which Marshall
plans to spread awareness on
campus by wearing teal and to
pass out teal ribbons to students
and faculty to wear the whole

month of April. The next event
is bystander intervention training that will happen virtually on
Wednesday. This event can be
accessed through HerdLink for
students to register. Another event
led by a psychology student on
Wednesday is trauma informed
yoga. This event is free and open
to all students and faculty.
“Next week is our big week, on
Monday we have our survivor art
installation, and we are asking our
survivors to submit their stories
on what they were wearing,” said
Hager. “Our walk the walk event
on Apr. 14 is where students start
out at the plaza and walk about
a mile around campus, is a great
way to show that you stand up for
sexual violence.”

Photos By Shauntelle Thompson

